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Keynote Lecture
Assessment Tasks as Curriculum Statements

ERRREHERR 3 B - EE= 31

< Speaker >
Professor D. Royce Sadler

< Abstract>

Curriculum documents set out aspirations and intentions about the
content of the curriculum, concentrating heavily on topics and subject
matter. Aspirations are one thing; what actually happens is often
another.

What 1s taught should not be limited to memorizing facts,
relationships and concepts but, most importantly, how to process such
information to address an issue, solve a problem or answer some
question that is new to the learner.

The best guide to how serious we are about the latter is expressed
by the structure of assessment tasks we put to students, and how we
judge the quality of their responses. If we ask for higher-order processes
but then happily accept responses that are reproduced from memorized
information, we subvert the whole educational process. The
higher-order cognitive capabilities are the learnings we will carry
forward into our lives, and will be applicable to knowledge that is new
to us, and also to future knowledge not yet created or known.

< Profile of the speaker>

D. Royce Sadler is Senior Assessment Scholar and Honorary
Professor in the Institute for Teaching and Learning Innovation at The
University of Queensland. His teaching and research interests are in
the formative and summative assessment of student learning. Current
work and recent publications have focused on assessment-related issues
in higher education, particularly grading, academic achievement
standards and the role of assessment in improving learning and
professional competence. He is also Professor Emeritus in Higher
Education, Griffith University.

< Facilitator/Coordinator >
Kanae Nishioka (Kyoto University)
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